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It's the best of times. It's the worst of times.’ <

This is arguably the most suitable quote for
2020. It simply doesn’t seem like any year we

to witnessing my son going through DSE and
eventually entering university, this whole journey
is nothing but a myriad of trials. In the midst of
strenuous trials, there were times that | stumbled but |
realised that only with faith, adversities could be overcome.
| need to have faith in him so that he can have faith in himself. Thus, when
accompanying my son going through DSE, | supported him through driving
him to his exam centres, telling him what mattered the most was that he
made his best effort but not the results, embracing his persistence and
dedication, instead of worrying about whether he could get satisfactory
results in the DSE. Here | am today: having witnessed him entering University
of Hong Kong, studying English Education and enjoying his university life
now. How did | manage to do it? It's all about faith. We need faith in the face
of new waves of pandemic and the hard times that will soon arrive so that
the worst of times can be converted into the best of times.

SEEEED
Hands down, 2020 is the worst year ever! Or is it?

Reading is the best way to improve language skills but not many actually do it. With
the students stuck in their homes, never had there been a better time for promoting
reading. On 11" July, the first day of the summer holiday, | sent a message to the parents
of my class, 5A (they're 6A now), telling them about Epic and how their children could
read e-books for free, and hoping students would start reading. Frankly, | never expected
that would work. But to my surprise, the children did start reading on Epic.

Seeing the unexpected success in the beginning, | decided to take it up a notch. |
started giving updates about the reading performance of 5A to the parents and students
once a week. Soon the children discovered the levelling system on Epic and started

. competing with one another. The number of books completed and hours spent on
- ¥ reading surged.
Ay eric [rep———— At the time of writing, 6A students

have already read 2,552 books. | can already
see considerable improvement in their
vocabulary and writing. Their storytelling
skills are on another level compared to when
| started teaching them. | can even hear them
discussing their favourite book series at
6A’s'Readerpillar recess.

Nobody wanted the pandemic, but had it not been for this, | would never have seen
this happen. It has truly been an amazing journey for me and | sincerely thank all parents
for helping your children develop their reading habits.

Our Readerpillar

on 3/12/20
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